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village in the Sura valley, and so complete the circuit of the Nun Kun. The question which we could not solve with certainty was that of the descent, as the rocks and ice-walls fell away so steeply that they were not visible for any great distance from where we stood. However, as we had great confidence in Savoye's experience and skill in finding a way over difficult places, we decided to risk the attempt.
Returning to camp, we sent down the coolies with all our baggage to Base Camp, while we ascended over the head of the Shafat glacier to the rock-promontory above the site of Camp Nieve Penitente. Upon the top of this a stone-cairn was built, in which records were deposited. We then returned to Base Camp, which was reached at 3 P.M. The next two days were busy days. Not only had we to make preparations for the march through the unknown region before us, but also for the final breaking up of Base Camp and the transport back to Suru of all superfluous luggage and supplies. We judged nine days would be sufficient to complete the circuit, and, as we were to burn our bridges behind us, the amount of provision* required for that time must